242                      THE GOVERNMENT  OF VICHY
III. Other Provisions
i. TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATORS
A law published on September 10, 1940, supplemented by a
law of February 2, 1941, and a law published on August 17, 1941
(Decret d'application of January 16, 1941), allowed the Secretary of
State for Industrial Production, or for certain kinds of businesses
(banking and insurance) the Secretary of State for Finance, to
appoint temporary administrators for businesses deprived lor any
reason of their official directors. The same system is applied to
blocks of flats whose owner is not in a position to exercise his
rights. This law has been applied in particularly numerous
instances in the region of Paris.           *
The temporary administrator is appointed by the Secretary of
State concerned on the proposal of the organising committee
which has jurisdiction over the business in question. Within
the framework laid down by the appointing order he possesses
very wide powers, and in especial the power to dispose of all
or part of the capital or assets. His most important actions
are subject to ministerial approval. The administrator presents
detailed accounts after six months, and then at the end of each
financial year; an auditor is appointed under the same conditions
by the Secretary of State, who can similarly regulate all audits.
The administrator and the auditor are paid by the company,, but
the administrator is financially responsible for all his mistakes in
management.
At the request of the service du contrdk there may be placed beside
the temporary administrator one or more auditors registered in a
list drawn up by each court of appeal. Inspections may also be
made at any moment at the instance of the Secretary of State
concerned (Decree published on August 21, 1941).
With regard to the management of assets abandoned by Jews,
see Section II.
Similar regulations are in force in the occupied 2one, by virtue
of the^ Order of the German Command of May 20, 1940. The
administrator is appointed by the military authority.
2. PROFESSIONAL CENSUS
By application^ a decree published on May 31, 1941, a census
was to be taken in the unoccupied zone on July 17 of all persons
of both sexes, both French and foreign, born between January i,
1876, and December 31, 1926.